
 REOPENING IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

 
Each member household will be receiving a packet of information concerning 

our reopening of in-person worship services. Please read all the information in 

the packet carefully. Your Worship Committee and Church Council have 

diligently formulated a plan for us to more safely resume gathering together as 

a congregation for worship during this Covid-19 pandemic. In each packet you 

will find: 

1. A cover letter 

2. Guidelines for attending worship, which you will need to sign and 

return before attending worship 

3. A Release Form, which you are required to sign and return before attending worship 

4. Directions for making your reservation for an in-person worship service, since space will be limited 

to no more than 20 people per service  
 

Please be advised: Covid-19 is still with us and it is a highly infectious, deadly, transmittable disease with 

few known therapies and no known vaccines presently available. There is no guarantee against exposure 

and infection to this virus in indoor gatherings even with all CDC/Federal/State/ELCA/NJ Synod safety 

precautions being taken, as legally required.  
 

There will be a Holy Communion service on Saturday at 6:00 pm and on Sunday morning at 10:00 am. For 

those wishing not to risk exposure, we will still be live streaming the Sunday morning worship service at 

10:00 am. Do not expect the worship service to be the same as it was before the pandemic began, which 

caused the State-mandated moratorium on indoor gatherings. Holy Communion will be administered and 

received as explained here: 

1. Prefilled communion cups with wafers will be set out on a folding table in the chancel area of the 

sanctuary prior to each worship service. 
2. Pastor will consecrate these communion packs during the worship service of the gathered community.  
3. Following the Benediction, each communing member will come forward, maintaining physical 

distancing of 6’, and take a communion pack, exit the church, and commune with the wafer and cup 

at home. 
4. Pastor will leave consecrated communion packs on the table from Sunday after the worship service 

through Wednesday for those who participate in Virtual worship so that they may pick one up at the 

church and receive Holy Communion, too.  
5. On Thursday morning the remaining communion packs will be removed and the table sanitized for 

the next worship services. 
6. The following is the at-home portion of the Holy Communion Service: 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to you trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 

abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body and blood of your 

dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in Him and He in us, now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION: The Body of Christ. The Blood of Christ. + Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that 

we who have received the sacrament of His body and blood may abide in Him and He in us, that we 

may be filled with the power of His endless life, now and forever. Amen. Thanks be to God! 


